76   MARSHALL AND THE CONSTITUTION

A temporary semi-circular gallery, which consists
of three ranges of benches, is elevated on pillars
and the whole front and seats thereof covered with
green cloth. ... In this gallery ladies are ac-
commodated. . . . On the right and left hand
of the President . . . are two boxes of two rows
of seats . . . that facing the President's right
is occupied by the managers . . . that on the
other side of the bar for the accused and his coun-
sel... these boxes are covered with blue cloth."
To preside over this scene of somewhat dubious
splendor came Aaron Burr, Vice-President of the
United States, straight from the dueling ground
at Weehawken.

The occasion brought forward one of the most
extraordinary men of the day, Luther Martin,
Chase's friend and the leader of his counsel. Born
at New Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1744, .Martin
graduated from Princeton in 1766, the first of a
class of thirty-five, among whom was Oliver Ells-
worth. Five years later he began to practice law
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and in the ad-
joining counties of Virginia, where he won an im-
mediate success, especially in criminal cases. At
a single term of court, out of thirty defendants he
procured the acquittal of twenty-nine, while the